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Reader. Ei 
Y Sympathy with poor Priſoners 


WWE bath incited me to offer the following 
Deſcourſe in their behalf; that it might 
provoke the C haraty of Men. or at leaſt the 
Clemency and forbearance of their Cred:- 
tors towards them im this ,or that I hope 
it may meet with ſome ſucceſs , although 
:t be a flinty Age. And if the. reaſon 
thereof prevail with any , to adminiſter 
thar it uperfluities - and zmprove ther 

RS _ Re- 


? 
*— 4 be. od 


 Reſpeftrve Capacities , forthe alleviation 
of Priſoners Burthens ; not deſpairing of 
thy ſelf | for one ; then my defuon beret 
will uot be fruſtrated, who am. 


'Thine, P. P. 
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Creditors 


AND 


Debrors. 


F Hat iris a Duty incumbene 

2p upon Humanity to Pro- 
a mote the Good of its In-- 
> dividials; and recipro- 

g cally every individual 

one Tile others good; or 

they violatethe Harmony 

of their being , ſcems to be the intent oo 
| ax- - 


LE. \ 

Maxim; Nemo ſibi naſcitur , that no man is 
born to himſelf. And becauſe ſuch Impreſli- 
ons remainin Nature, notwithſtanding the 
inundation of Ignorance by the Apoſtacy : 

a greater improvement is expected from 
us, under thoſe many advantages, fince of- 
fcred for our Reftoration. The firſt Branch 
of ſelf-hood (the root of all Strife , Debate, 
Contentions , Injuries , Homicides, Oc.) 

appeared in the Fratricide of Caiz , whe 
perpetrated that AQ upon his Brother , up - 
cn the fingle Emulacton of his Offerivg be- 
ing reipetted ; bur: hath fince Js tp a 
multitide of Jniquitieb 4 in the - d. As 
men hath given liberty to their Exirava- 
gant Appetites, and might be traced to be 
the Mother of moſt (it not all) Enormities 


commited , whereof the crueky and yio- - 


Debtors iſ6mments , and 
other Dikdarion made upon their Per- 


lence of Credioory papeal 4 coyards their 


ſons and” Eftates., is none. of the ſmalleſt 
Bratts: And that the. deformity thereof, 


may app oth; is the deſigned appropriate” 
Subjeto ante” 

Now TO all. fuch as are, or may 
be concerned ; : ler them conſider , that a. 
rigorous. rage of Credicors againſt 


their crops, 15,not;enrouraged. 2Ft to 


nced, by any Laws Moral, Civ1, 


" hag 


ee Etro woe 


A 


4a 


- 
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(9) 


vine ; norule of Manners, diftates of Hu. 


manity, or divine Precept , dothavour, bur 
rather. frown upon. ſo degenerate an AQ. 


A Ray of the uncomtaminated. Nature, was 
illuſtrated by Abram, who might bave chal- 
Jenged Zo in right of Anceſtry: A priori- 
ty of EleCtion, as may particularly be feen 


an -the Story , and . was: before the Moral G*#+ 13. 


Law: was Exhibited; fo great a-Patriarch 
and Porentate being indiſputably a pattern 
of Patience, felf-denial and Brotherhood , 
for the imitation of all: his: Survivors. The 
good ti\at Foſeph returned his Brethren for 
their Evil, with many. the like Preſidents 
in Holy Wric that might be inſtanced , 
ſufficiently commend to men the Exerciſe of 
Patience, Goodneſs and Charity one towards 
another. 20. 07-2256 SIS 
I: wereſpe&t the Decalogue, which was 
added for the Reſtitution of the Original Na- 
ture, the ſeverity of a Creditor to- his Deb- 
tor, is far fromcbcing juſttfied: thereby ;'And 
without :doubt,;; is 4mplicitly: forbid uy the 
Sixt Commandment : '7Thou:ſhalt-do-n5 fur 
der, which: comprehends a-great deal more 
then-barely violenceto a mans life, there- be- 
ing mavy:wayesto:render that inſupportable 
or very miſcrable : : Among-which ,the!Cre- 
ditor purſuing his Debtor to Priſon, may well 
be reputed one, where -he is\/ made uſeleſs 
co. 


(10) 
ro his Generation, in all his Capacities; he 
cannot there ſerve himſelf, lefs tis Family, 
and leaſt of all bis King and Countrey, to 
whom the: greater Obligation lyes. | ap- 
pealtoall ſober men, whether ſuch a con- 
dition be ner Equivolent to death ir ſelf, to 
apy man chat yer retains judgement, to aſ- 
cribe ir its proper merir. The Scripiures in 
divers places, give teſtimony and rebuke to 
the ſecret practiſes of men, one againſt ano- 
ther ; and moſiof all, being ſhrawded- under 
a Cloak of Juſtice : And here-ir may bes 
diprcſſionea(ily pardonable, to 1nſpeR thoſe 
Imployments and Profeſſions of men, that in 
ſome meaſure do participate of the Nature 
(and are ſubſervient to the ends)- of ſuch a 
murdering Spirit. - 

It will noc be improper to begin with thoſe 
thatare the Agents and Factors for Credi- 
tors, in the Rigor and Violence they uſe to- 
wards their Debters ; and the firſt ſort of 
them, are ſome perſons appending ts the 
Law, who take pleaſureto STS bs undo- 
ipg a man, becauſethey are hired to'it, and 
it1s very comely and honourable, they think, 
to be the miniſters of Malice and Revenge , 
becauſe they are paid for ir ; a ſorrof mer- 
cinary_ people like Packhorſes to any deſign 
for Money , as the late Rebellious' Age roo - 
wofully exemplified, 

The 


| (12 

_ The; blood of the -. IM nature, is 
tighly vigared.inzthem,,, who, belp the: De 
vilat adead lite, doing thatitor him; which: 
.he7,can's do-far; himſelf : © being. Reftrained, 
from doing men that Evil he wills, he incites 
a Civil War in their Species, whereby to kurt 
one another, not unlike that Proverb, Hamo 
hominz Demon, the ExaQion, Infidelicy, -and 
Corruption oft ſome. of, them, the ignorance 
and;negligence of others towards their Cly- 
ents, are manifeſt Characters. of a Murge- 

rig quality, and ynworthy managemen of 
a Protefſign, .in ir ſelf ſyfficiently neceſſary 

and jul ihable. ide bes root 


Tizeſe' doubtleſs, if the life-blood were 
Money, and they could come as caſfily tort e 
Purfe, as now they do,. would make no {cru- 
ple.to curche firings, -ro;grantfie their. unſa- 
tiable delire z, when. poor. men are thus, ſub- 
}xRed and profirateto the Revenge of their 
Blood-thirtty Creditors, being caſt into Pri- 
ſon,; and made Triburary to the, Drones of 
the, Earth,; #7z.,thcir, reſpeRive! Keepers, 
Waiters , 'Turn-keys.,. Porters, cum mwltss 


9 w 'w=d., W 


aliis ques nunc.preſcribere. lougum ef, their 


bones are there to be pick'd, while fit for lit- 
; . . X SY. i1$3Ib-@ , T5 s v0 X ; 

tle. ,el{e bur tp make Dice of; a Piraſe, roo 
treqenyy ule. and, ranramount effected, by 
Tome implacablc Spirits. ypogtheir, Debtors, 
Noy pot to. firay-roo. remotely from. the in- 


(12) 


rended Subje@; if wecanfider the reſpeQive. 
condition and: capaciry*of Creditors”, - with 
that of their Debtors,- their violent and rigo- | 


rous Profecution of then ro Priſon, 


thatalſoto the extremity of reſtraint, fy y=- 


- Ing their -leaſt Libercy , affording more fa- 


_ the Crediror making uſe of bis plency 


Pigv.22. 
3,2: 


Proverbs, 
3o, 8, 


remibte 'means, whoſe Calamity is'a 
. vated tobe then ih Depbc, and this condi 


voarand benefit to chew Dogs, then to ſuch 


men, whoſe mictortie Rate been 19 incurr. | 
their debt ; ſuchiprocedure isalrogerher * on \_ 


conſiſtent with Reaſon, and prejudicial ro 
cheir own Intereſt. The'condition of: the 


 oneis aboutiding, the other necefficous and 


wanting, thus lads with the' 
of Creditors and Debtors, the dilp 
on/ of their ſubliſtance being ſufficient] 


ajor pare 


dent, the one fldtiriſhing theorher bigs ne : 


emp nre retider b1 tape walli th IE 
this they do'( though will 9 
aſhdniedioowhl it) to that nd. ef reg. 
ſon then hach Plenty to-proſecute Poverty, 
when wecenſiderthiat oneand thefame hand 
diſpenfeth both, 'as is atiefted' by the Pr ay 
er of \ Aguyx. : Soine are Nl - idde 11 
ſolyenc by Providence, entier by #7 jacent or 


'Ia- 
tion 
whichrequires the more compailiqn, is hs 


the opportanityof cruel Creditors 'to add to 


rheir taiſery ':  whout Yobt ſuch perſons 


would 


portl- © 
1y Evi- 


den 
het 


oy LE EIT = 
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. (if withinrheirreach-) upon many croſs, oc- 
currences 'of their 'intercſt, who ſo. readily, 
lay load upon his Creatures, their-brethren, 7'%% 7+ 
fot:the Trifles of this world, wherein at the? © © 
ſame time themſclves abound. The reaſon —— 
of all A&ions is manifeſt by their end, = 

Which it will appears that rhe murdering 
proceedings of Creditors againſt their Deb. 
tors, are to -gratity ſome domineering L uſt 
or other ;* tro which all othet -Licentious des 
fires of men, are moſtly ſubſervient and tri. 
burary ; fomeareprecipirated thereunto, by 
Pride and 'Inſolence, ſome by Paſſion. and 
Revenge ,+others by Pollicy, ( who'\wanld 
ſhew rtemſelves wiſer than theirs felowes, 
aiming/to be firſt ſerved ):and moſt if nor 
all of them, are {er on work by that Gene- 
ral- of the Infernal Field, Cover ouſnels ; 
men being thus: ated by ope: Devil or' ano. 
ther, | whoſe proper natnes are more/oþſcure; 
the Reaſon thar guides them:to-ſuch -inhu- 
mane praQiſes, is notthat which was firſt 

ven, bur hath been fince infeRed;; and is 
become © Barthly; - ſenſna] | and: Devilliſh, 

They flarter cherſelves, ſtifling the rebukes 
'of Conſcience, and hardning their hearts 

with the prerenceof Juſtice, that aman may 
Innocently ſeek hisown, - by-ſuch-ways' aud 
meays as the 'Law provides him'+ to retnove 
"WOES... B32 which 
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— . wouldbeas' ready: to'affront their Creator = * 
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| 14) | ; 

which None, there was a/Maxim: long fine © - 
provided, ' v1zi iOmpeniumim vertitur: 1 Us = 

_ rium, Juſtice maybe/exacted with: totolera- ; 
. . ble: circumftarices;” whichisſo often ftorbig+ | 
19. Levi, den in the Devitical Lawiunder the Henomj. | 
Firs ”34: ration of Opprefiiong and ſecmeth tobe chie- 
fly, - if noronly meant, that for which a man 
may haye ſome pretence, or colour of Juſtice, 
ro.at age inſt his Brother: | W barfoever-is { 
| 


1 rigorouſly required of : diſabled- .correſpon-ji 
$4 dence; is of-near kin to Qppreſſion; and-great- | 
S Indeviating from that Royal Law-implanted * . |} 

tn'Nature, and:ſo frequently reinforced both | 
in the' Old and:New Teſtament, of loying oar 
Neighbor as our ſelf, and doing 45. we: would 
be done uiito-; men that are willing'to indulge Wt 
themſelves in the practiſe of: cruelty, have 
the impudence toaflert, thatthey do nothing : 
burwhar they ſhould'willingly ' ſubmix, unto | 
and juſtity in. their Creditors ::; willingly, xa- | 


viſhingtheirownſouls: of all mercy, ſweet- 
neſs and humanity that : ſhould: adorn ;them, 
and cheating themſelves with: a-lye at,the 
ſametiaic;"beingin'a condition greatly, abqve | 
the ſuffercr: 'they:chooſe to/beigtioran,,cthat - | 
he that doth nor eſpouſe!the condition of; the ; 
paſſive; can never:charitably or;juſtly, mea- -- Fi 
{ore outunto. him;_:/ Such indeed;;-who  have-- 
!made-their'minds the manſion, of ..all Beſtial 
-qualitics, may rephte.it-ſcaſonabſeto ſetup- 
"Ws On. 
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on4man alrcady underaffliion : Dauidcom- 


_ " plainsof ſuch. inthe 10; 17.8 35-Fſalms. There - 


ns:to deſcribe, the yncomelineſs 


needs:n00 pal 


thereof, the ations. of Boys. io the Streer. one... 


towards angther,. ſufficiencly-explode it, ro- 
bibiting) 49, rheiriCoverſation, the ficiki X 
of ene:that;is down, .; Its, impoſſible to derive 
ſuicable gopdneſs, withour a a, compaſſionate 
ſoul. -; Thergare angebes ſari, of men, that 


{  bayeaitlemore tiacture. Lenicy, but yer 
I areperſwaded. to {mother.1 It, under pretehce 


that Charity. ſhould begin at. home, rhey 
haye a Family to maintain,. and Children to 
raiſe-Portipns for, therctore-they a E obligcd 
to þe levere with their Debrars.. [his is Cloak 
hath a plauſble Aſpect, ; bur upan ExXamina- 
tion /ewill be Ren as ; deformed as' the for- 
mer z;for were ſuch excule.ro be. admirced as 
»@L0 ſonable,. it. would be-a Han 0; All; man- 


goninh Gjiry among. 4, both hel Wit 


Bounty, went ens and wor! thy. object $ there=- 
of, becauſe his; children may haye need of 
the fame gen or twenty, Years, AUFEAra, is 
too greatia park. of. Intdely,..2. Preſuin NY 

tion. upan. providence: and. 2.: Monopofizing* 
of all benchcs to;his own Loyns, |. defiturtive 
£6 humane, Society, inverting. the .de ſigh of 
the-Creaion,. which by mbtual, bole, was to 
abound. in the eorDfnen: Es 7 11H ag gra dd | 
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__ root 'Eorttoultels beſoke ſpoken eff, /doth : 
© allo produce this branch, according to- whay 

ts hinted in rhe wiſzom of Solomon,” that the 

[WYSEL wandring. of Concupiſe cence, doth Shderminethe 1 

mple mide. Having thus far efidegvourred 

the diſcovery of the unreſonableneſs of the N 

cruel Creditors : here is cpportunity alſo to 

_ induce the deraonſiration, that ſuch his pro- 

= _ Ecedings arc againſt the reaſon” of his own. 

mmcreſt ; © ro demonſtrate which,  we- are 

ro conſider the Debror under a double qua- 

lificacton, . either honeſt or diſhoneſt : in 

both which denominations, the violent dea- 


ling of *the Creditor wich. his Debtor,- is r 
ainft the requiring of his own- intereſt, 
whichis, to be ſari fied, if his Debtor Ry” 


honeſt > greater ſecurity cannot be given him, 
then ſuchprinciplesaswill certainly perform, 
when ever Ability concurs : and to'nfe force 
again ſach'an one whoſe power-is abſent, 
may irritate-and' incenſe the Divine! anger, 
that is jealous to revenge the cauſe of the-in- | 
noceft ; afd may ' render him Culpable of | 
that Jud emenr' denounced in the -Pſalmes : 
Pſal.7,16, Hg miſchief. ſhall Feturn'upon#is own head, and | 
hx. violent Pew ſhall come down port bis on 7 
pate, - If the Defor be difhoneſt, conceales 
Ys] trengrh, , can, but will nor-pay;' alrhough 
in hardl, y be preſumed, that ten ſhou 
eboeaPrile  3hd therewith's ſuperfluous | 
ExXpence 7 
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expence that doth accompany ir, which in 
ſame reefonable time, and their: liberty 
might be ſaved, and. conduce at leaſt towards 
fatisfaQRion of the Creditors : . yet admitting. 
chat ſnch there! be ,, as many ethers. that. 
do things as inconſiſiant withicaſon, however - 
its theCreditors intereſt to forbare the pur- | 
ſun ; a. Priſon, generally debaucheth ; mens 
parts,” and impaoveriſherh their Purſe, which 
needs muſt diſappoint the hopes| any, man 
may have-of payment from ſuch a_Condi- 
tion + A poor and unworthy revenge to be 
continued, unbefitting any.:that are; Prudent 
or Pious; wherectn their. ends are-fruſtrated. 
in their life, anditi their death miuſt be worſe: 
diſturbed, it being doubtleſs a great  ob- 
 ſtraQion of Reſt and Peace, to be the irrevo- 
cable:cauſe of anorthers muſery. + The Scrip-- 
rure'adviſeth zo: to ler the Sun go down: upon - 
our wrath, which |implicitly forbids our dy- 
inginthe paths of revenge, or the leaſt un- . 
charnableaeſs.. om | 3:49 5, 1 

- There are a third ſort andthey willplead 
neceſſity : for their excuſe; their own 'wants: 
are ſo preſſing, thac they maſt needs be ſc- 
vere with their Debtors : .Theſeof all: others 
are leaſt pardonable, thac' will aggravate 
their own miſery, 'romake another like them. 
and paſthopes tohelpthem'; whereas there 
15 80 neceflity to-evil Adtions, and all that. 

| . deviate. 
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Levid, 19, 


(18) 


deviate from chariry,” are ſuch, Solomon gives 
you'a charaQter of rhem Proverbs./28. 3,4. 


2 


There 15a Reciprocal and Correlate duty 


between Credicors and Debtofs, as it is in-. 
cumbent upon one to . exerciſe; Forbearance- 
and Patience, it is alſo upon theortker,: to be. 
juſtand to pay as he is able, 1f men would 


think themſelves ( as indeed rhey.:are ) as. 


accouitable to God Almighty, / for the omiſſion 


of theſe Duties, as for the: breach-'of, other ; 
his Commandments : Truly. the Lawyers. 
-would have no ſuch cauſe ro laugh at:;their 
Clyents follies, and wallow in the. wealthy. 


of theif Ruins. 2; 
Irrematneth now to Evidence, that ithe 
whole carrent of: divine: Precepts, 4s :inthe 
Peiitarench or Five books of :2Loſes, '1 fd the: 
days of the Prophers were:tull of 'their-De>: 
clamations,--the Doctrine of Chriſt himfelt 
and his Appolſtles, more abundantly: is 
aginft:,, -- fo: unnatural;,” : ungodly 5: and 
unchriftain-like) dealing of : Creditors : wirh: 
their » Debror<.''*:7hou! ſhalt not alitupey1 1107): 
bare any' grudge. againſt: the  Childrex)'of, thy 
People, . but. thau ſhalt love thy Neyehbor' as thy: 
Self, &c> "This Texr: prefuppoſes menaoibe : 
oftendersone-againft| theorher,; Ether in 


cheir. harural, or-civi] capacities; or: both :: 


5251.9 « And 


phor'm an that oppreſſeth the-poor, | like Ly ſwee+' 
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And therefore commands thera not to 
"Teek revenge, yea" more, not co harbour | 
'the leaſt Animoſity each ro orher,' with' an 
affirmative Precept adjoyned, as the- reafon 
'of the-former ; Thow ſhalt love thy Neighbor 
"as thy ſelf :\ rhere is no man that' hath yer a 
' ſpark of ' Goodnef® remaining, but. in any 
treſpaſs he' commtes, 'or'tay commic, ci- 
ther againſt God of man, ' but he would wil- 
lingly be forgiven; 'or ar-leaft torborn, till 
he can make a juſt Reconciliation; And he 
thar'thus Toves himſelf ought ſoo love his 
"Neighbor. "If any ſheuld' obje& that this 
brocherly kindneſs, was only to be: exerciſed 
amongſt thoſe of Aﬀinity or Conſanguinity, 
the 33 ahd 34 Verſes of the ſame Chapter, 
remove that reſtraint, ſaying : 'And if a 
'Stranger ſojourn wihthee in' your ' Land, ye 
ſhall nor vex him”, but the ' ſtranger thar 
dwelleth with you; ſhall be unto you as one 
*born amongſt you, Aud thouſhalt love bim as 
thy ſelf, &Cc.' here Isa door -of Fraternity 0- 
pened 1H the manhood,” removing all mari- 
-per of pretenſe for Partialicy, in'che'diftri- 
bution ef Charity and Juſtice one towards | 
another: And this 5' atteſted by the Smile cadins 
our Saviour pur forth of the 'Samaritan, that ze. 37. 
[Aid*good to him that was Fallen” amopg | 
-Theeves,- and 'therefore' was his neighbor, 
'not'reſpeRingtlie Alienation of '/people, bur 
Fn C the 


Luke 6.31, 
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the neeeflity of the Objet. Now that; men 

_ -are norſuch ſtrangers.in nature as (,by their 

. cruelty and mercile{neſs ro each other) [they 

make themſelves, Let them take; that, ac- 

count St. Pew! gives of their extract, in the 

Afs chapter 17, verle 26. And bath made, of 

one Blood, all Nations of men for #0 oiwell da all 

the face of the Barth, &c, Ve count it unna- 

rural among, Beaſts, that individuals of the 

fame ſpecies ſhould prey one upon ahiother :- 

yet with them 1ts leſs practiſed; then with 

men. With what \con{clence. then can a. 

Creditor (if his light be not become darkneſs) * 

perſue-his Debtor. ro a. Priſon > at once de-. 

veſting him of all the benefic of the Creatt. 

on, raviſhing all his hopes of improvement 

in his Generation ,, damnifying all .his hatu« 

ral or acquired parts to that end, and certain- 

Iy plunging his Vical and Animal Being imo- 

a decay and miſerable languiſhment , which 

produceth' his 'Exzt to the World, his debt 

ſatisfied, and very probably his Geeditorito 

anſwer for his blood; Let, all difintercſſed- 

men} judge , it. chis be not the worſt, way .of 
murdering 4 man. v1 SI onal 

By the Law of Charity; no aran.ought..to 

have ſuch. thoughts 'of \another. ,. that being 

able, he will chooſe a-Priſonito avaid-,paying. 

his Debrs ; andif ingacrer of Fact, ahere be 

kere and there a-Mopfirrin their kind), what 

_\ . ) ” __ may. 
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may be juſtifiable againſt ſach an one; the 
: hs of Law being intended for {uch-, 

ought notcoextend co-41l, thatin ſome. orher 
fence may fee eulpable in 'the eye of it;"'the 
ſame amicaſuremay be excuſable'to one ; / tha 
maybe criminal, being meered to-anothey, 
from the different meric "in the recipient. 
There are doubtleſs many men, to whom the 
apprehenfions of a Priton may be more ter- 
rible , thenof Death, -who-therefore being” 
rigorouſly profecured by their Creditors w_ 


( out of julf ends, foreſeeing' anitmy 

ty of ever making ſatisfaQion'Tthers arg. 
tam: 

Rin 


glehard, making what defence the! 
prevent ſuch 2ppreaching Miſchief 4 

( hc opirg (8B! there may be ſome lite io that: 
Proverb, "Hula cadunt inter poculum & labrg, 
many rhings tall betweenthe Cup and the. 


Lips, . and'give 2tiverfion to ſo-violent atem- 
which proctaftination' feeds only the- 


2b iy of the Law; leffens cheſuflenance 
andſolvenry of the Debtors ;- aggtavates the | 
Creditors Account, leaves him to "Tegad by” 


his incorifidesate raflineſs. 


© Thete are'fome menyet mdre inveterately 


ad with « gheir” blood-thirſty and rg! 
pitt, theh a0 y before 1po Tn off, 9 \ 
not cofitent'with this full blow It their Deb-". 


tors liberty, and the on_—_y jon of their | 
lives:  Ganpenviows L te efupport Wh they 


may 


F# 2.5 ( 22 ) RY 
may haveinſo miſcrable- at) Eſtate, provide 
ro-intercept thatalſo, by a Statute of Buzk- 
rupt againſt them ; rhereby.nort only damning 
their - preſent ſubliſtance, - but, extending to 
that which bath novifible being, (; but, may. 
be, in the womb of Providence; and future 
manifeſtation: ) and hath no better aſpeR, 
then a prcſumprion to affront God Almighty 
in his goodneſs, for the relcit or. reſtoration 
of thof: thatare fo diſtrefled and opprefied.. 
One of the greatcſi enemies to mankind, was. 
dowbtiels in the contrivance of ſogreat a miſ- 
chcitts the humane Race : for not. one in 
te\ thathave been proſecuted, ever anſwer- 
- edtheend of the Creditors, and irrevocably. 
ruined the Debtors ;.. This and mayy the like 
oppreſſions between the Subje&s(through ma- 
ny foul praQiſers at Law, Fomenters of their 
Feuds, and Leeches of their labours,. hath 
been no ſmall.cauſe of ſuch a tempeſi of Judg- 


ments, of late, years precipitazed upon. this. 
Nation. . That they have 'Law to encourage. 


them, 1s the complaint of the Preacher Eccle- 
fiaftes 4. 1.. So 1 returned and confidered all the 
oppreſſions that are done under the Sun : and be- 


beld, the tears of ſuch.a5, were oppreſſed and they, 
had no Comforter ;, and onthe ſide of their .Op-+ 
 preſſors there was power, but they had na Com. 


forver. 
thi 


"There are ſome that, boaſt themſelves in, 
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the fuccefs they have had in this fort of Mur- 
der : they no leſs then” Carr, - deferve a mark 

[ — tharall men may know thera by, and:ayoid. 
| Then penalty for Theft, undertheOld Law, 
- __wasnotbeexacted, ifcommitted meerly ro 
- | ? | ſatisfy hunger ; and the whole Eaw is tri- 
_  bytary andreducible to tharof Charity ; but 
theſe men ( for a ſmall treſpaſs, and where- 
unro themſelves are in fome ſenſe acccflary, 
there being a reciprocation, between buyer 
and: feller , borrower and lender, and are 
bo the mutual cauſe of thoſe denominations ) un- 
þ-.-*5> der che countenance of a Law, do.greedtly 
 ſirip their Debtors of all ro fulutene, 
1. both for preſent and in future, "flartering 
j themſelves like the Whore in the Proverbs, Proverh.7.. 
thar they arc all the while doing a Sacrafice 
| ro Juſtice, when it is only totheirown Abo- 
minvable and infariable Luſts, and juſtly fall 
| under the deſcription of that Text, Proverbs 
14.12, There ts a way which ſeemeth right unto a 
man, but the end thereof #s the way of Death. © - © © 
Theſeveral Statutes which mainly (if'nor 
only, ) give motion to ſo barbarous' a Pro- 
ceſs of Creditors with their Debtors : are 
the 13. El;z4.7.the 1. Facob. 15, and 31. Fa- 
cob. 19. which no doubt proceeded then from 
good intent, tro make men Juſt, which all \ 
| 


 humaneLawscannever do, if Juſtice be nox 
firſt written in the heart; no more then the 
| S*'3 avenge / 


ELD 


RD) 


Fa 
LT 
KI 3, 


% 


.ayvengeof Murder by cruel circumſtances to. 
Death, can deterr the blood-thirſty from 
- | Homicide ; what then mighr be thougt 
| convenient and reaſgyable, may te now ae 
uvprofirable and burthenfome ; different : 
ages,. produce different interefts, ways ayd = j 
means of living 5 whar might be rcputed cul- 
E pable then, may now, by a dificrent end, be-- 
= .--- honelt and juſt. And if the conſtitutive qua- 
| liications of a Bankrupt by thoſe Statutes, 
be wellconſidered, and compared with the 
various alteration of Trade, and general oc- 
Ccurrences to mens Eſtates. ſince, there will 
be more need for the :Abolition or at leaſk 
the mitigation of them, then their coninu- 2 
eget inſtance'in that of the 21.Fac. 19, 1 
there is this Qualification of a Bankrupt *.Or 
&« being indebicd co any perſon or perſons in - 
< che lummot 100 /, or more, ſhall not. pay, 
© -or otherwiſe compound torthe ſame, with- 
<cin (ix Moneths,  nexratter the ſame. ſhall 
«ergw due;) VWhen-inmy knowledge and 
-exporiencept Frade, the habit thercot hath 
| - | | been{o-much altered far ſame YEArs before 
=  andſinceghe Dreadful Fire ,of Loader, that 
| by hat: qualitication, moſt, of :the. Traders 
MmEngiand, may be made. Baukrupts, - 2 Cli- 
KRomepbelzginitoduced,. of buying ,atthree or 
/ kix:moneths, andpaying ar.tx, nine, twelve 
” eigiuegn Moneths, or more, Beſides, the 
: exceſs 
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 excc(s of feverity in theſe Statutes, is yery 


evidem, 83 alſo their inequality : other Laws © © 
enough, giving the Creditors leave to purſne 

and: torce his Debtor to Priſon ; and theſe, 
rocut his throat for being there ; too hard to 
beallowed, that the Creditor ſhall occaſion 
the marter of FaQ, which ſhall render his 


| Debtor the-more criminal, and then purith 


him for ic; tris like being Judge and Execu- 
ttoner alſo, in his own Caufe. Moreover, if 
the end of thoſe Statuces be. deliberated, we 
ſhall find rheProfecutors much abuſing them 
the diſtinguiſhing character of a Baxkrupt, 
guilty of the Matters then expreſt, is, to 
«rhe intent or parpoſe to defraud or hinder 
& any of his or her Creditors, . of the juſt debf 
orducyof fuck Creditor or(Creditors, ſhall be 


_©-xepyred, deemed and taken for a Baxkrnpt, 


Which implies that thers may do the ſame 
FaRs, bnt not tothe ſame intent or purpoſe : 
elſe rhat fupplement of words, would be al- 
together unnecefiary.. But without .zegard 
to-rhe ſaid diftinftion::the;Executioners of 
eheſeStatures, makeufe'of them indiffcrent- 
2) 4s gi all-perſons' wirchin cogniſanceot either 
of the-q 


e-qualifications, -to.rander them @ Prey 
xorhe/guff of their. own ,parcicu/ar-gain ;. at 
-ovhce undoing-the-Debtor, and {punging: the 
/Creditors/malicious.excrements., 'T ip- 


- *rure,. 41-4 moregeneralway, yet applicable 


«enough to this, gives Teſtimony againſt ir, 


{peak in the commendation and approbation 


(26): Eh 
by Obediah the Propier, wverſ, 13, Thos | 
ſhoaldſt not have entred into the Gate of my Peo- 
ple in the day of their calamity ; yea thou ſbouldg 
not have looked on their Affiticon in the day of 
therr Calamity; wor have laid hanas on therr 
ſubſtance in the day of their calamity. The ma-_ 
ny general Calamirties that of late .ycars and 
times have befallenthis Najion, may very 
well Apologize,that the Inevitable diſabllity, 
not the deſigned diſhonefty of men, ma 
haverendred chem lyable to che lath of thoſe 
Scatutes ; and ſo much the more worth the 
notice of the Great' Council of this Na» 
tion to redreſs, in whoſe power 1t 1+. 

The- Premiſes conſidered, the Priſoner is 

11 no better capacity then as dead to his*Cre- 
ditor, and in no probability, while ſo, ever 

to ſatisfy him ; 1 would then propound to the 

Creditor, whether he can be 1n worſe condi- 
tion, if heſer the Debtor free : in ſo doing,he 
will certainly be berter, upon the account. of 
charity; 'and ir is :poſſible, the Debtor by 
his liberty, may attain to make him; plevary 
ſarisfaRion here ; every age abounding wich 

ſuch examples. Admitting theſe have-the 

afpe&; of two Evils expoſed to a man, moſt 
$rucen men' agree, 'tis ſafeſt ro choole-the 
leaſt, - Wavingthe innumeration of a ;cloug. 


- 


-of ' Scriptures, in the Old Teſtament, that 
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_ of mercifulneſs and the fruits of ir,, thus applied io . 
particular ; I ſhall proceed to inſtance how ſuita- 


ble it is to chriſtianity, and how. vigorouſly recom- 
mended and enjoyned in the Do&rine of Jeſus Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles. Now for our full conviction : 
rhat Article in the Lords Prayer, may be moſtpraper 
lead the Van, wiz. Forgive w our Treſpaſſes , 4s 
we forgive them, that treſpaſs againſt ws: ſore Tran- 
{lattons have ir, Forgive 44 our Debts , as we forgive 
our D:btors : as 1n Matthew 6. 12. reinforcing tt, 
verſe> the 14, and15. For zf ye forgive men their Tres 


Jpaſſes, your Heavenly Father: will. alſo forgive you. > _ 


But if you forgive not men their Treſpaſſes, neither will 
your Father forgtvue your treſpaſſes. Moſt Theologitſts 
conſent 1n chis, that men ought to pardon the pe- 
cuniary Debts of cheir diſabled Debtors. And 
ſo far will vindicate the purport of what is pre- 
miſed: and without controverſy ſo to remit, is a 
duty incumbent on all Chriſtians,'from the precited 
Texts : with what 1mpudence. then ,. can men, eſ- 
pecially ſuch as would be reputed Chriſtians, ask 
God Almighty remifhon of their own Sins and at 
the ſame. time, detain their Debtor in Gael, - ei- 
ther by ſuit or Action. The conſideration of the 
tnore freedome of acceſs to Heaven by petition , 
hath ſa tar opcrated upon ſome, in a tumultuous 
Trade in the World, as to occafion their -for- 
bearance of men, and thereupon conſiderable loſſes 
to thetaſclves : bur very probably may be remote. 
ly comprehended in number with hoſe that fuffer 


for Chriſts ſake, being done in obedience to_ his - 
uch Loſs will certainly be 
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(28) 
Erownedwith infinite Gain, ' The worſt Epithice 
that can be aſcribed roa Debt in treſpaſs, is injury 
and wrong to his Neighbor, and the more voluntary 
ir is, the more aggravated and criminal, vz.. 1n 
thoſe-thatcan pay and will nor;. Yet, even to thoſe, 
I find no exceptions provided in our Saviours Pre- 
cepts of Pardon, but rather che more vehemently 
urged, as the offence is more provoking; thereby 
commending tous, the attainment of the beſt De- 
grees of a Chriſtian Eſtate; to this.end, thoſe Scrip- 
rures ſeem directed, viz. Luke 6. 35, 36, 37, and 
38. But love ye your Enemies, and do good, and lend, 
ping for notheng again : and your reward ſhall be 
great, and ye ſhall be the Children of the Higheſt :. for 
he is kind unto the unthankful, and to the evil. Be Je 
therefore merciful, 15 your Father alfs is merciful. For- 
give, anaye ſhall be forgiven. Grve, and it ſhall be 
gruen unto you. Good meaſure, preſſed down, and ſha- 
ken together , and running over, ſhall men give into 
your boſom. For with the ſame meaſure that ye meet 
withal, it ſhall be meaſured to you agaiz, The like in 
Matthew the 5.44, 45. verſes and ro the end, The 
more inconſiſtant this De&trine ſeems to mens Tem- 
ral Intreſt: it 15 with the greater difficulty re- 
ceived, "but is comprehended under ſelf-denial, 
' wherewith the Chriſtian life ſo much abounds, 
There is a remarkable Emphaſis put upon that Cre- 
_ diror mentioned by Our Saviour Chriſt. Lake 7. 
41, 42. thar had two Debtors, and when they 
had'no'pay, he (frankly ) forgaveboth, Thar in 
the x8 th. Matthew verſc 21. unto the end; runs 


parſef "kind. reproaching himthat had received | 
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forgiveneſs, and atterward uſed violence to. his fel- 
low Servant, for a much more ;jncoglidergble.mgg- 
ter ; and what became of him, is obvious. Vee 

| 34+ 4nd bis Lord was wroth, and; delivered him to 
the Tormentors, &c. The ule of inſtruction our Sa- 
viour makes. of ic, is in Verſe 35, $0 likewiſe ſhal 
my Heavenly Father ao alſa aunts you, if Je from your. ...- 
hearts forgive not everyone; bis Brother therr Treſ paſſes . 
Theſe, Seriptures do plainly preſs and' enjoyn- us ito 
the exerciſe of forbearance, compaſſion. and for- 
givencls towards Debtors,. withour reſpe&t of Per- 
tons, honeſt or.diſhoneſt, able or diſable, asking 
ic, or nog asking it 5 *Much more ' doubtleſs, .dothey 
operate to-thoſe that wowld be Juſt, but are dila- 
bled; and become Peutioners for it, and whole 
condition indeed may ſcarcely merit the Inſcription 
of atreſpaſs upon it. St. Paul is very poſitive and 
particular inhis reproof of litigiouſneſs, |x'Cor, 5.7» 
Now: therefore there 1s utterly @ fault. among ya, 
becauſe ye goto Law one with anorher, why do. yi 
not rather take wrong > why do you not-rather ſuffer 
your-ſclvesto be defrauded? as if he were. equally 
ſenſible of the Havock they would -make jof their 
worldly Intereſt , in their going to Law. ;.8s the 
: violation of Divine Precepts would in their' eternal, 
It is enough notorious that Clyents domecrly. main- 
tain and enrich their various Agents at Law, be-: : > 
ſides rhe ſeveral ofhecrs appepding the Courts of - 
Judicature ; all which exciſe a caulc equivalently - 
ro the matter in controverſy, called;/þy,rhemuhe 
merirof the-Cauſe ; : ſo.thav the, Clyents [like a 'cl- 
minalSonuldier, may only be {aid tobe mathe Gante- 
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amongſt them : | meant the diſhoneſt and un- 
rin: praQiſcrs aud agents inthe Law. Without - 


_ oe Lawsgthento the Hebrews, were Free 
d full enougtyfor the diſtribution -and' ſupport of 


Propercy : but'the Labyrinth ſince- erected .by men 
upon them, ſavours more of Arrogance, as if God 
/ - thefountain.of Wildom, weredeficient in his Laws, 
{. Governamenc ot bridle upon the evil nature, and need- - 
"ed mens ſupplements (a cin@ure'o the lapſed An- 
? vels, that would pretend to mend the ways and 
| | Ceuncelof God y chen any zcal, goodneſs or ' Piety 
tothe Creation, - - 
'Eet us. leave off chetefore our Cruelty, Oppreſſion, 1 
Violetice, '©ovetouſneſs-and Revenge one towards 
another, and follow the advice given us by Holy 
tens and Teſts Chriſt himſelf. 
- Fhe Preacher in'-Eceleſiaftes the 117 1, and 2. 
verfery) Caſt thy brea@-upon'ehe; waters, $or-thou 
« Fhalt find'i after many days.” Give'a Portion to I 
feven, \and alfo to cighr'; for thou knoweſt not whar | 
evilſhall be upon theEarth; makingthar'an' argu- 
metitfor i improving the preſent time to Cofood/ in, 
and to'difteribure :' namely, the revolutton of tive 
and providence, that dorh' retmove cxtreams to one 
afid the ſame Subje& ; making him poor and needy; 
that was i wealthy and did abound, and fo; 's ron. _ ; 
64a.6.107rs ;; the greacer reaſon, we ſhould do good wirh 
i, whil cmay be calle#Ors!: 6 
&. "Let v5-gvoid 'allothat. character ; which's oiven 
ther who! ſhew' nv favout:: Provertsi-2. 10, The 
ſoul of the wicked deſirethevil: : his neighbour find- 


I FE Dg favour in Long Eyes. - And Proverbs 22.22; 
4 | 2 | and 
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and 23 verſes. Rob not'the poor becauſe they are 
oor : neicher opprels the afflicted in the Gate : -for 
the Lord will picad theircauſe, and fpoile the'ſoul 
of thoſe that ſpoiled them. Ir is a uſual thing tor 
many to fall upon a man alteady in Priſon; which I 
believe is reprehended inthe foregoing Text ; Nei- 
ther oppreſs the afflicted in the Gare: that is ſuch. 
upon whom the Law hathalready paſled; the ſeat 
of Judicature, being often in Seripture reprefented - + \ 
under the denomination of the Gate. Prov. 21.13. 
W hoſo ſtapeth his Ears at the cry of the Poor, he | 
alſo ſhall cry himſelf, bur ſhall nor be heard. Prove” © | 
19. 17. He'that hath pitty upon the Poor, lendeth 
un;othe Lord : and look what he layeth: our, it 
ſhall be pay'd him again. * Let us alſo efcape;the. 
Judgement rhar is denounced againſt the mercilefs. 
Fames 2,13. For he ſhall have fridgenieis withour,,..._ 
mercy, that hath ſhewed no mercy ©: Now that; 
I may not ſeem, partial. in my diſcourſe; only. ro. de» 
mote the Creditor his- duty ; I'ſhall tindeavour- 
alſo to leave the Debtor inexculable, and fhew him: 
his-duty, which is incumbent upon him, by the Mo-+ 
ral and Divine Laws : as that uponthe Creditor. 
Ler nor the Debror think ever a whit the betcer of - 
himſelf, by what is forefpoken to rhe Creditor: for. 
he is no leſs gutlcy of the breach of divine Laws, and 
contempt of the like admonittons : if he fail in- one 
eitle of Juſtice, thatis within hts*power or'contri- 
vance to performe; Therefore the*8 th, Command- 
ment ſaith, 7hos ſhalt not fteal, and thereunder Col-: 
leds. all the Livers ways and modes 'of injuſtice, . 
whereby a man may prejudiſe or lefſen the — F--- 
be 3 ts --..- 


his neighbor, or therewith benefit himſelf. This 
exceedingly digrefſerth from that oY rule, Matthew 


*7.12, Therefore all rhiongs whatſoever ye would 


that menſhould doto you, , do yeeven- fo to them : 
for this is the Law and the Prophets. + 


The Debtor ought to deal with his Creditor, as 


himſelf would: be dealt with, if he were a Cre- 
ditor > and menare' to behave themſelves towatds 
others; noatherwiſe, then ſuppoſing themſelves ro 


be ehe ſubjedt of their- own Actions . Tt this Ru'e 


were obſerved, there would be bur little cruelty, 
tcaring or devouring one another : and as little in- 


juſtice ro provoke it. Solomon, 1n Proverbs 3.27, 28; 


giveth ſuitable Advice; VVirhhold not. gaod from 
them to. whom'ir is due, when ic is in the power of 
thine hand ro do it. Say not,unto thy neighbor, go, 
and come again, and tomorrow I w4l give,” when 
thou haſt.it by thee, This councel complicates the 
mutual duty of Creditor and Debtor; aid if men. 
did not idolize the things of this world, they would 
never exchange their birth-right ro virtueand eternal 
Happineſs ; for the portage of this lite. Ler the 
Debtor therefore, conſider the hazard that he runs, 
to deceive or injure his Creditor : it is ar the leaſt 


_agreatEcclipſe ( if not total extinQion, ) of his Por- 
-tion1n everlaſting Glory, it nor timely repented of, 


andreſtitucion' made, if within his power : the di- 
vine Law being as a devouring fire, that ceafeth nor, 
uatil] the: fio be conſumed ; The Story of Zachews, 
Lake 1948. is very exemplary herein, v;z. Zachem 
ſtood forth, and ſaid unto the Lord, behold Lord! 
the halfof my goods I give to the Poor, and = 3 
C271 c aVE 
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have 'done any 'wrong-to any man, 1 reſtore-four-- 
fold.” Sr. Paul Corinth: 1. 6.8,'and 9g. verſes ,/ is 
very expreſs in his reproot herein, urging the ill con- 
ſequence thereof, viz. Nay, you do wrong and: de-.. 
fraud, and'that your Brethren. Kndw you not that - 
the unrighteous ſhall not inheritthe Kingdom of God, - 
&c. Ir 1s an Argument of the greateſt force, to 
di{wade men from doing injuſtice, when the-inheri.. 
cance of the'Kingdom of God 1s forfeited thereby; 
alchough it ſhould produce never fo great gain here, 
yer our Saviour faith, Matthew 16.26. For what tis 
a man profitted, if he ſhall gain the whole world, and loſe. 
hirown Soul > Farthermore,it ſavoureth greatly of In- 
gratitude,which is hardly pardonable with men : for- z 
a man to requite any truſt with infidelity; it invades. | 
humane Society, and is attended with numerous. 
agoravations, whereby to render-it.odious and abo- . 
minable, | bY | 
Fioally I ſhall conclude with impartial- Advice, . 
both to Cireditor and Debtor : Letnor rhe-firſt flar- - 
ter themſelves that all is well, when they have ufed 
their will upon their Debtors, according to the ſcope 
that humane Laws give them ;. and. have pay'd 
themſelves, perhaps with the ruin of their Debtors, 
or without ; it is much alike in Scriptural conſidera- '_ 
tion, chey have attained it uncharitably, unmerci-.— 
fully, and violently, and are reſponlible for it unto — 
God Almighty : and may peradventure.go wilfully 
ignorant ro Hell, with ſucha Crimeunrepented of. 
There is no Creditor, but in his proſecution, is 
hurried therein by ſome devilliſh luſt or other, as ' 


Covetouſneſs, Extortion, Pride or Envy, and ſuch _ 
2s I 2 ſhall 
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= wy Djolice or deſraacd EOF palin 
"© pd ro abu &his is pa. Jence;,. o x *for F 5a je ; rr : | 
ted cowards. nm, 10 ſenſe.of - his; duty; rc requiredtb! 
God;;' for. wichour Repencance ai id fa faction 
| ſhallnot clcape che-Judgmenr of. f.God bots 
Letusall cherefore: conſider bur: wayes, ine 
of. the {aid capacities, as Creditor or- DME Aga 
both : that. we are, accomprable to rhe Laws of, 
Heaven, for our good or1ll bene jour therein oneto-. 
ward: anottier, as mott certainhagomprehended in 
lis, Commandements; And; wethall inclint.our, 
{clv2:mgre. ts follow, rhe Apaltles: advice, ro. frugs 
and follow.peace with all then, and perfwade there- 
unto, ſo, we{hall be entituled to thar bleflednefs 
mgwaned Of Chriſt, 414. 5. 9." 3 


Gar hou be called the Childrew "= 
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